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 Engage students in texts they want to read

 Teach with lessons created for you

  Answer text-based questions and cite text  

evidence

 Apply comprehension strategies in real texts

 Support for English Language Learners



Writing Goals
•  Write narratives 

to develop real or 
imagined experiences 
or events using 
effective technique and 
clear event sequences. 

•  Use concrete words 
and phrases and 
sensory details to 
convey experiences 
and events precisely.

Reading Goals
•  Quote accurately from 

a text when explaining 
what the text says 
explicitly and when 
drawing inferences 
from the text.

•  Determine a theme of 
a story from details in 
the text, including how 
characters respond to 
challenges. 

•  Compare and contrast 
two or more characters, 
drawing on specific 
details in the text.

Engage Students
Warm Up
Say: Most of us have heard the saying “It’s what’s on the inside 
that counts.” But that doesn’t stop us from judging others—and 
even ourselves—based on appearances. The title character of 
The Thing About Georgie is much more than meets the eye, 
but often even he has a hard time believing it.

Cross-Curricular Perspective | SCIENCE

Explain that dwarfism is a condition characterized by short 
stature, or height. The most common cause of dwarfism 
is achondroplasia, a bone-growth disorder. People with 
achondroplasia have short arms and legs, like the main 
character in The Thing About Georgie.

Make Connections
Before discussing The Thing About Georgie, talk about the 
Essential Question: How do the experiences of others reflect 
our own? Say: The Thing About Georgie is about a boy who 
has dwarfism and is troubled that he can’t be like everyone else. 
Have you ever felt “different” from everyone else? How did you 
deal with it?

TITLE The Thing About Georgie

AUTHOR Lisa Graff

GRADE 5

GENRE Realistic Fiction

LEXILE 720

OVERVIEW A fourth-grade boy with dwarfism 
learns to appreciate his talents rather 
than focus on his limitations.
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

STRATEGY GROUP  Differentiated Instruction

Intervention Explain to students that the sections in italics at the beginning of some of 
the chapters are written from a different point of view from the rest of the story. These 
sections are written from the first-person point of view, using the word “I.” They represent 
the viewpoint of one of the story’s characters. Late in the story, it will become clear which 
character is speaking in these sections. The rest of the text is written from the third-person 
point of view, using words like “he” and “she” rather than “I.”

(Chapter 1–3) Why does Georgie think 
Jeanie deserves the nickname “Jeanie the 
Meanie”?

Georgie uses the phrase “the thing about” 
when he describes Jeanie (on page 2) and 
Andy (on page 4). What do you think the 
phrase “the thing about” signifies?

In Chapter 1, why does Andy strike his 
pencil twice on the floor?

How does this detail help show Andy’s 
relationship with Georgie? What other 
details help you know they are close 
friends?

Vocabulary

symphony (p. 19)
absentmindedly (p. 29)
reassuring (p. 56)
virtuoso (p. 108)
convincing (127)
anxiously (p. 194)

Focus on Genre
Direct students’ attention to The Thing About Georgie. Say: This book is an example 
of realistic fiction. Realistic fiction tells stories that are made up but could really 
happen. It includes lifelike characters, settings that are or seem to be places in the 
real world, plots that could happen in real life, and themes that relate to real life. Have 
students read pages 1 and 2. Ask: How can you tell you’re reading realistic fiction? 

TURN AND TALK  Pair students and have them discuss the book’s title and 
cover illustration. You may want to use the following questions if students need help 
getting started:

• Based on the title and cover photo, can you guess anything about Georgie?

• Do you think the story is set in the past or present? Why?

• Do you think the book will have a funny or a serious tone? What makes you  
think that?

Read the Book
Use the following questions to guide your discussion of The 
Thing About Georgie. Encourage students to share their ideas 
and use text evidence to support their opinions.
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

Why is there a step stool and a low coat 
hook in the classroom?

What is Georgie’s attitude toward these 
things? 

What is Georgie’s response when Andy 
suggests making Russ a partner in the  
dog-walking business?

What does Andy say that makes Georgie 
sure he doesn’t want Russ to be their 
partner? What does this tell you about 
Georgie?

(Chapters 4–6) Why does it bother Georgie 
when his parents tell him the baby is “nice 
and healthy”?

On page 30, why do you think the words 
nice and healthy and normal are in italics? 
What does this tell you about how Georgie 
feels?

Why does Georgie get upset after putting 
the star on his family’s Christmas tree?

What details on page 43 explain why 
Georgie feels “seriously queasy” about 
the baby?

At the beginning of Chapter 6, what does 
the first-person narrator ask readers to do?

Why do you think the narrator says this task 
is “important”?

(Chapters 7–9) Why does Georgie end up 
spending Christmas Eve with Andy’s family?

What makes Georgie so upset during the 
church service? What descriptive details 
on page 66 tell you how Georgie is feeling 
about himself?

Why isn’t Georgie excited about the bike he 
gets for Christmas?

According to Georgie, why is a bicycle less 
useful to him than a book about rockets?

What makes Georgie’s stomach “sink” at 
the end of Chapter 9?

Do you think this is the end of Georgie and 
Andy’s friendship? Why or why not?

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  Author’s Craft 

Tone Note that even when Georgie is upset—which is often—the author always shows 
Georgie’s sense of humor. For example, Georgie refers to “that stupid not-yet-a-baby baby,” 
also known as Baby Godzilla (page 73); he “couldn’t make anything explode with a bicycle” 
(page 75); and he says his dad “was reading that stupid fat book about babies” (page 79). 
Discuss how this humorous tone helps make readers like and sympathize with Georgie even 
when he’s not at his best.

(Chapters 10–11) Why does Georgie think 
his parents don’t care about his problems?

On page 84, what evidence does Georgie 
give that his parents are ignoring him?
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

What happens at the end of Chapter 10 to 
make Georgie’s life even worse?

How do you think Georgie’s partnership 
with Jeanie will go? What makes you 
think so?

What details in Chapter 11 show that Jeanie 
is curious about Georgie?

Do you think Jeanie wants to be Georgie’s 
friend? Why or why not?

(Chapters 12–13) How does Georgie feel 
about not being a musician like his parents?

On page 109, Georgie says, “it still hurt, 
being permanently replaced.” What is he 
referring to?

At the beginning of Chapter 13, what makes 
Georgie say his life is “basically over”?

On page 111, how does Georgie sum up his 
problems? Do you think he still has a sense 
of humor about them? Why or why not?

Why does Georgie want Jeanie to sign the 
paper about their report before they’ve 
finished the research?

How does Jeanie react to this?

(Chapters 14–15) How does Jeanie behave 
toward Georgie when he comes to her 
house? What tells you that she might want 
to be his friend?

How does Georgie respond to Jeanie’s 
friendliness? What details on pages 118 to 
122 show his attitude?

On page 130, why does Jeanie call  
Georgie mean?

How does the scene with Jeanie’s brothers, 
on pages 128 and 129, show that Jeanie 
and Georgie are more alike than Georgie 
thinks they are?

Who signs up Georgie to play Abraham 
Lincoln?

Do you think Jeanie does this to be “meaner 
than ever”? Why or why not?

(Chapters 16–17) In Chapter 16, why does 
Georgie want to stay after his swimming 
class?

On page 143, Allison’s friend Nicki speaks 
to Georgie in a voice that’s “high. Too high, 
like she was talking to a four-year-old.” Why 
do you think the author includes this detail?

In Chapter 17, what does Georgie say that 
upsets Jeanie?

What details tell how angry Jeanie is, and 
how she shows her anger? Why do you 
think she is so upset?

Who ends the fight between Georgie and 
Jeanie?

After Nonna Rosa appears in Chapter 17, 
how does the tone of the scene change?
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

(Chapters 18–19) In Chapter 18, how 
does Georgie’s attitude toward Jeanie 
change—temporarily?

What details on page 158 show a change in 
Georgie’s attitude?

In Chapter 19, how does Jeanie describe 
her relationship with Georgie to Georgie’s 
mother?

How does Georgie react when Jeanie 
says, “I’ve been trying to be friends with 
him forever and a half”? (page 166) Is he 
surprised? Why do you think he never 
noticed Jeanie’s attempts to be his friend?

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  Author’s Craft

Theme Friendship is one of the major themes of The Thing About Georgie. Even when 
Georgie and Andy fight, Georgie never stops caring about Andy. Yet Georgie insists on 
treating Jeanie like his enemy, even though she clearly wants to be his friend. Point out that 
in Chapter 19, Georgie “wished his mom would stop acting like Jeanie the Meanie was a 
normal person, someone you could just have a regular conversation with in the car, someone 
like Andy.” (pages 167 and 168) Note that the author compares Jeanie and Andy because 
deep down they are more alike than Georgie thinks they are. They are both his true friends.

(Chapters 20–22) In Chapter 20, what 
inspires Georgie to learn to ride his bike?

Why do you think Georgie agrees to ride 
with Russ and Andy? How does Andy make 
Georgie feel less threatened by Andy’s 
friendship with Russ?

What does Georgie decide about Russ after 
they go bike riding together?

At the end of Chapter 21, why do you 
think Georgie “hadn’t thought about Baby 
Godzilla, or Jeanie the Meanie, or Abraham 
Lincoln, once all day”?

(Chapters 23–25) In what ways does Jeanie 
help Georgie before he goes onstage?

How would you describe Jeanie and 
Georgie’s relationship at this point in the 
story?

In Chapter 24, why does Georgie worry 
about not being able to play the violin? 
What does he ask his parents?

How does his mom respond? Do you think 
what she says reassures him? Why or 
why not?

What does the first-person narrator direct 
readers to do at the end of Chapter 25? Why?

How does the narrator reveal who she is? 
Did you guess earlier in the book?
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  Author’s Craft 

Theme Growing up is another theme of The Thing About Georgie. Discuss the ways in which 
Georgie changes and matures during the novel. At the beginning he is insecure and focused 
only on his limitations; as a result he distrusts not only himself but also his family and friends. 
As he comes to accept himself and focus on what he can do and be, he gains confidence 
and is ready to be a true friend, even to “Jeanie the Meanie.” He can even look forward to his 
new sibling, formerly known as Baby Godzilla.

Collaborative Conversations
Remind students that retelling a story’s events is one way to remember the story. 
Ask students to work with partners, having one student retell the events from The 
Thing About Georgie while the other makes notes in a chart like the one below. When 
finished, have students discuss the notes and items that need improvement.

Partner Retelling Checklist Retelling includes:
What to add or 

explain:

Main characters

Setting

Story problem

Important events, in order

Solution to the problem

Transition words to connect 
events (such as next, then, finally)
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Think About the Book
Provide students with a web-ready graphic organizer, such as the one below, to 
help them organize information about Love, Amalia and The Thing About Georgie. 
Examples have been added to the organizer to help get students started. 

Love, Amalia The Thing About Georgie

Amalia’s best friend: 
Martha

Georgie’s best friend: 
Andy

Problem in their friendship:
Martha is moving away.

Problem in their friendship: 
Andy makes a new friend.

How Amalia feels: 
lonely
abandoned

How Georgie feels:  
lonely
jealous

Who/what helps Amalia: 
She gets advice from her Abuelita.

Who/what helps Georgie: 
Jeanie helps him feel more confident.
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Write About the Book
Write the following prompt on the board. Explain to students that they will write 
a multi-paragraph narrative. You may want to have students review their graphic 
organizers from Think About It prior to writing their drafts.

Prompt:

Love, Amalia and The Thing About Georgie tell about characters who lose, or 
almost lose, a friend. Write your own narrative about losing, or almost losing, a 
friend. The story can be made up or based on your own life. In your narrative, 
compare and contrast Amalia and Georgie’s experiences with your own, and tell 
how their experiences relate to your situation. Your narrative should include a 
clear sequence of events and concrete words and sensory details.

Make sure that students have read both texts. Tell them to think about purpose and 
audience as they

• plan their responses;

• write their responses;

• revise and edit their responses. 

Scoring Rubric: Narrative Text-Based Writing Rubric

Score Purpose, Focus, 
Organization 

Elaboration of 
Narrative

Language 
Conventions 

4

The narrative is clearly 
focused and effectively 
establishes a setting and 
characters. It includes an 
effective plot and a logical 
sequence of events.

The narrative includes 
effective details and 
descriptions that advance 
the plot.

The narrative demonstrates 
a strong command of 
basic language and 
conventions.

3

The narrative is adequately 
focused and effectively 
establishes a setting and 
characters. It includes an 
effective plot and a logical 
sequence of events.

The narrative includes 
adequate details and 
descriptions that advance 
the plot.

The narrative demonstrates 
an adequate command 
of basic language and 
conventions.

2

The narrative is somewhat 
focused and establishes a 
setting and characters. It 
includes a discernible plot 
and a somewhat logical 
sequence of events.

The narrative includes few 
details and descriptions 
that advance the plot.

The narrative demonstrates 
a poor command of basic 
language and conventions.

1

The narrative is unfocused 
and lacks a clear setting 
and characters. It lacks 
a discernible plot and 
sequence of events.

The narrative provides 
minimal details and 
descriptions.

The narrative demonstrates 
little command of basic 
language and conventions.
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